SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 1st June 2015

Present:
Chairman:
Mr D C Thomas



Councillors:
Mr D Francis, Miss C Freeman





Mr S K Hunt,
Mr L C Jenkins

Mr B L Parfitt, Mr M Rivers

Mrs G Smith



Clerk:

Mrs L E Oliver

1
Apologies for Absence


Mr J Davies, Mr B Mackenzie

2
Declaration of Interests


Mr Hunt in item  no. 13, when he left the room.

3
Policing Matters

(i)
Mr Hunt, Mr Jenkins, Miss Freeman and Mr P Parfitt had attended a meeting at the Police Station on 19th May, two police officers and a sergeant had also attended.   The police had no issues with councillor’s requests to walk the village etc.   The sergeant said she did not know what was happening and may be moving to Swansea.  (Further comments under item 12)

(ii)
The Clerk read out the crime statistics for April which had reduced to a total of eight.

Mr Thomas commented that drugs were not mentioned in the figures but are an ongoing problem.   Mr Francis said if crimes were not reported the village would not get a better service.   Mr Thomas said when crimes were reported the response from the police was that the matter was ‘in hand’.   Mr Francis said the answer is to keep reporting and follow procedures as is the responsibility as councillors and if children are involved, social services, schools etc. would have to be involved as well.   Mr Thomas said that villagers were afraid of repercussions if they made a report.  Mr Francis suggested that an item be added to the next agenda for a refresher into how to handle giving advice.   He also suggested a notice be raised asking residents to report crimes.  Clerk to arrange a notice for the website and noticeboards.

4
To Receive the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 11th May 2015.


It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

5
Matters Arising


There were no matters arising

6
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 11th May 2015

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

7
Matters Arising

19 (i) 
Mr Hunt reported that the village ‘clean up’ on the 29th May had been well attended, the skip filled and children particularly seemed to enjoy the day.

The railway area was a particular problem with litter and Network Rail had agreed to work with councillors to have this removed.

2015/06/01

8 Community Hall and CHAOSS

Mr Parfitt gave a report on his conversation with Dan McCallum of Awel

Aman Tawe explaining how the panels would work.   The hall would have free electricity while the panels were generating.   He said it would cost £250 for a Solicitor to handle the legal agreement but felt this was not necessary because the agreement was exactly the same as the one he had previously dealt with for Onllwyn Council.   It was agreed to accept the agreement.

9
Recreation Ground

(i)
It had previously been suggested that By-Laws be instigated barring horses from the recreation ground and that all dogs should be on leads.   Mr Parfitt said that David Michael from NPT BC could handle this at an hourly rate of £70 and it would probably involve a day’s work.   Mr Jenkins said that if a By-Law was introduced it would have to be enforced.   Mr Francis suggested a polite notice could be put in place but it was thought this would be ignored.   Mr Thomas said he knew of one offender who rode a horse on the ground and he would speak to her.

(ii)
Mr Hunt said thanks should be paid to Miss Freeman and her partner Mr Horne for their work with the Hippo.   It was RESOLVED that Mr Horne should be reimbursed £36.19 for materials purchased, he was making no charge for his time.   Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Mr Horne.

10
Brynbedd Cemetary

(i)
The headstones were again discussed and Mr Thomas said some need urgent attention.   He suggested a number of councillors attend to lay down headstones as needed.

(ii)
Mr Parfitt has been marking out reserved plots. 

(iii)
Mr Thomas said the waste bins were not being used and litter left lying around.   He suggested the sign to use the bins be put on the main gate but it was thought this would not have any effect.

(iv)
Mr Parfitt mentioned the fence strut which needed replacing and Mr Jenkins suggested a salvage yard in Ystradgynlais that may be able to supply this.

11
Transfer of Land from Seven Sisters Miners’ Welfare to this Council

Mr Rivers read out an email he had received from Andrew Moores.   He asked who would pay the legal costs and it was agreed the council would.   The question of 5 acres of land between the rugby club and railway was discussed.   It was proposed by Mr Rivers, seconded by Mr Jenkins and agreed, that the transfer of land should go ahead.

12
Reports from Meeting Attended by Members


The meeting at the Police Station (item 3) was again discussed.


Mr Jenkins said new inspectors were constantly changing things and it was not known if the latest inspector would be committed to community policing.   PC Stone now has other responsibilities, for Glynneath and Resolven, so will not be in the village as often.   It was proposed by Mr Thomas, seconded by Mr Rivers and agreed that a meeting with the Police Commissioner be requested.   Clerk to write and arrange.

13
Planning Matters


Mr Hunt left the room at this time.   There were no objections to:


Application No. 2015/0358


Ms Jan Clark re 2 High Street, Seven Sisters.   Retention of ATM cash machine.

2015/06/02


Application No. P2015/0376


Ms Jan Clark re 2 High Street, Seven Sisters.   Retention of illuminated ATM collar.


Application No. P2015/0344


Mr Gareth Stokes, Garden City Garage, Seven Sisters.  Change of use for land to the south west of the garage for use as staff parking area and construction of new storage shed with existing compound.


Application No. P2015/0299


Mr Leighton Williams re Heol Y Felin, Seven Sisters.   Detached two storey development for 4 self contained flats plus associates off street parking.


14
Correspondence

(i)
Ombudsman – Revised Guidance on the Code of Conduct


Clerk reported that there was no mention of social media on the Ombudsman’s website

(ii)
Seven Sisters Rugby Club, invitation to Annual Club Dinner.  It was agreed Mr Thomas would attend.

(iii)
NPT Corporate Improvement Plan 2015-2018 which the Clerk had downloaded.   Mr Hunt said he had booklets for the Councillors.

(iv)
Mr Thomas reported that he and Mr Parfitt had attended the recent Football Club Dinner.   Clerk to write letter of thanks.

15
Clerk’s Report


It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:










£   p


M Miles, June 2015





as per contract

L Oliver, May 2015





307.20

Corona Energy , Hall, April 2015



273.10  inc VAT

BT, Redcare Alarm





  86.42  inc VAT

BT, Telephone






  83.42  inc VAT

Welsh Water






157.83

L Oliver, expenses to 29.5.15




  61.00  inc VAT


Y Roberts, relief caretaker w/e 29.05.15


146.25


B L Parfitt, reimbursement for printer


  83.00

16
Registration of Land Near Marigold


Mr Parfitt has not heard anything from Miss Saunders

17
Roadside Seats etc.

(i)
Mr Hunt reported controversy with rights of way for walkers who were legally challenging NPT council re maintenance and improvement of footpaths.

(ii)
Mrs Smith reported a damaged sign on Station Road and Mr Hunt said he would report this to NPT BC.

18
Village Schools

(i)
Mrs Smith reported there had been 2 applications for Governor for the welsh school, Mr Rivers and Mr Alex Lloyd from Crynant.

(ii)
Mrs Smith said redundancies for 2 voluntary care assistants and a reduction in hours for teaching staff had been implemented at the welsh school.

(iii)
It was proposed by Mr Francis, seconded by Mr Hunt and agreed that Mr Parfitt be appointed as Governor to the English primary school.   Clerk to write and confirm.


Mr Hunt said the cameras in the village were not manned but record all the time and asked if the area viewed could be moved from time to time

2015/06/03

19
Cuts to the CCTV system by NPT CBC


Mr Parfitt read out his letter to John Chapman and said there had been no response as yet.   He said the police had agreed to support the council but would need a letter asking them to do this.

20
To approve the Annual Return to be sent to the External Auditor


Mr Parfitt distributed balance sheets to councillors and read out the Internal Auditor’s report.   It was agreed the Annual Return should be signed by the Chairman.


Mr Thomas thanked Mr Parfitt for his work with the accounts.

21
Any Other Business



There was no other business

22
Presentation to Mr B L Parfitt

Mr Thomas presented a glass plaque to Mr Parfitt in appreciation of his 12 years of service as Clerk to the council.

Signed by Chairman
Mr D C  Thomas    6th July 2015-07-07

Clerk’s report to the Monthly Meeting to be held on 6th July 2015

Income







 £      p

Accounts for payment

M Miles, July 2015






as per contract

L Oliver, June 2015






326.60

BT, Internet







  86.40  inc VAT

Crynant Landscapes, May 2015




802.60 inc VAT

Ridgewood Associates, Internal Audit



300.00

Crynant Landscapes, June 2015




587.50 inc VAT

NPT CBC, Charge for Skip





203.88 inc VAT

NPT CBC, School Crossing Patrol, April/May 2015


750.63

HMRC – PAYE/NIC April, May and June 2015


919.96

Correspondence

Community Review 2015 Third Stage, Final Proposals

Public Health Bill, Provision of Toilets for use by public

Planning

Application No. P2015/0420

NPTCBC Regeneration – Construction of cycletrack/footway, Playing Fields

2015/06/04

Application No. P2015/0272

Mrs Laura Jones re 39 Heol Y Felin, Single storey rear extension

Mr D Thomas re 76 Church Road, Single story rear extension, decking, detached garage, boundary wall

Application No. P2014/0729

Energybuild Ltd re Aberpergwm Colliery, Glynneath, extension and reconfiguration of underground coal workings

Application No. P2008/0024

Wind Ventures UK Ltd, Revised scheme for wind turbines

Date and Venue of Appeal Enquiry – 29/7/15, Neath Civic Centre

Application No. P2015/0192

Mr Alan McCutcheon re Plot adjacent to 27 Dulais Road, Seven Sisters.  Detached dormer bungalow, front wall and railings, assoc. off street parking and detached garage

