SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 5th June 2017

Present:
Chairman:

Mr D C Thomas

Councillors:

Mr E W Francis, Cllr. S K Hunt, Mr G James

Mr L Jenkins, Mr M Rivers, Mr B L Parfitt

Mrs G Smith



Clerk:


Mrs L E Oliver

1
Apologies for Absence


There was an apology for absence from Mrs Herdman

2
Declaration of Interests


Cllr Hunt declared an interest in item 11

3
To Receive the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 8th May 2017

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman 

4
Matters Arising


There were no matters arising

5
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 8th May 2017

After one alteration, it was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman

6
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising

7
To Discuss the Co-option of Councillors

The Clerk had not received any applications for Councillors.  Cllr Hunt said that Ceri Thompson had expressed an interest in applying, he said he would ask her to write to the Clerk.  Also, Mr Alun Evans may be interested.   It was proposed by the Vice-Chairman, seconded by Cllr Hunt and agreed that if Ceri Thompson applied, she would be accepted.

8
To Agree the 2016/17 Accounts and Signature of the Annual Return

The Clerk had circulated the year end accounts to Councillors and it was RESOLVED that these be accepted.   The Clerk had completed the Annual Return and this was signed by the Chairman.

9
To Discuss our Welsh Policy in Relation to Council Minutes etc.

The Clerk said that the External Auditors had requested minutes, agendas etc. be in English and Welsh.   Mr Parfitt said that the Welsh Policy adopted by Councillors in 2007 stated that minutes, agendas etc. would be available in Welsh on request.  There had been no requests.   Cllr Hunt said that the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 stated that both languages should be adopted but Councillors had not received any notification of this.

It was agreed that a note should be put on all agendas and minutes to state they are available in Welsh upon application.   Mr Francis said he would translate the agendas and minutes if required.   Mr Jenkins asked him to translate the year end accounts as well for submission to the External Auditors.

10
Policing Matters 
The Clerk had received a reply to her letter to the Chief Constable regarding obstructive parking and speeding in the village.   It said an officer would contact her and Sergeant Jayne James had done so.  Sgt. James had said the police realised the problem existed in the village and PCSO Bayliss has been told to start issuing tickets in an attempt to alleviate the problem.
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The Clerk had also received a reply from the Police Commissioner regarding the valley losing PCSO Arran.  He said that a PCSO James had been appointed in her place.   The Councillors were concerned if PCSO James would stay in the valley or be moved elsewhere.

Mr James, Cllr Hunt and Mr Parfitt had attended a PACT meeting at the Police Station earlier in the day.   Mr James read out the crime statistics.  He said off-road biking had been discussed and there were to be new signs in the village. PCSO Bayliss had said forty warnings had been given and the majority of offenders had not returned.  He reported that next month the police would be clamping down on dog fouling.   The police were thinking of asking the schools to help to walk the children in, if they have high visibility vests.    Police are also looking at the idea of a fun bus to be put on the hall car park in the summer, if permission was given.  Mr James asked if speed camera signs could be erected.  He reported that a drone was being used by the police all over the area, which was proving very useful with identification.

The Chairman thanked Mr James for his report but said that 99% of the police comments, he had heard before.  He said Mary Street was getting like a ‘death trap’, with cars parked on the footpath and prams having to go on to the road to pass them.  Mr Rivers thought the offenders should be charged with obstruction.  Mr James said parking for the Rugby Club on match days was blocking driveways.  Cllr Hunt said double yellow lines were to go on one side of the Dulais Road.  He said that people were not using the public car park and the Vice-Chairman said this because they thought it belonged to the Football Club.   He also said he had recently seen a PCSO walk past a car parked on double yellow lines and done nothing.

Cllr Hunt said that if the police were to start issuing tickets this should show up in the next crime statistics.  He said PCSO Bayliss knew about the parked vans on the corner of Bryndulais Avenue but could not catch them there.

The Clerk said the next PACT meeting was on 26th July. 

11
Community Hall and CHAOSS to include Relief Caretaker position and decoration of the hall.  

The Clerk reported that Miss Freeman had accepted the position of Relief Caretaker and returned the forms.

The Chairman said there had recently been a meeting of the CHAOSS committee.  He said the committee originally consisted of nine people, including three Councillors.  There were now only three non-council members and two of those rarely attended meetings.  He said more members were needed.

Mr Parfitt said he had one quotation for decorating the hall from Mr Horne but was having difficulty getting others because, as the hall is constantly used, it means working out of hours.   The Chairman said he would get another quotation before the next meeting.

12
Recreation Ground – to include an update on grant application

The Clerk read out a letter from the Welsh Government Rural Communities, Rural Development Programme 2014-20.  This said that our Expression of Interest in the above scheme had been successful and we are now invited to submit the full application.  This had to be submitted before 1st December 2017.

Cllr Hunt thanked the Councillors for their help with this but said the main help came from the community.   He said we need to advise our contacts for the programme which would be himself, the Clerk and, after discussion, it was agreed Mr Parfitt would be the third contact.   Cllr Hunt said we now need to contact the community again to decide exactly what is wanted and get designs and prices.  The Chairman said we should have a programme.   The Vice-Chairman felt that the money should be split and a small amount used to replace the equipment at the hall and the fence to stop children being given the opportunity to stray on to the railway track.  He thanked Cllr Hunt for being the driving force behind the application.





2017/008

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the three companies who previously supplied quotations and ask them to update them to teenage equipment. 

13
Brynbedd Cemetery

The Chairman reported that the grass is about 3 feet high at the cemetery and he had received a number of complaints.   The Clerk had contacted Mr P Parfitt because although the recreation ground had been mowed, strimming had not been carried out around the bandstand etc.  Also the BMX track had not been cut.  It was agreed it was impossible to mow or spray weeds at the moment due to the adverse weather conditions but the cemetery should be cut as soon as weather permits.  Mr Parfitt has lost a member of staff and is struggling to find a replacement.

It was agreed Mr Parfitt should be given two working weeks to mow and spray the cemetery and mow the BMX track.

Cllr Hunt said Friends of Seven Sisters volunteers could probably do some grass cutting if necessary.

The Chairman said Mr Miles had reported there were two large tyres on the BMX track and Cllr Hunt said he would arrange for NPTCBC to remove them.

Mr James said he had repaired the cemetery gate and the Chairman thanked him.

14
Reports from Meetings attended by Members

PACT and CHAOSS as previously reported

Mr Parfitt had attended two meetings at the school re employing staff

Mr Rivers said the ABU had a virus attack on their computers

Cllr Hunt had attended a Nant Helen meeting and secured £500 for the Bowling Club and £500 for the Dulais Valley Show

15
Planning Matters

The following application had no objections from Councillors:

Application No. P2017/0460

Mr C Williams re land adjacent to 11 Station Terrace

Detached bungalow and associated parking

16
Correspondence

One Voice Wales – Neath Port Talbot Area Committee meeting 14th June 2017

Seafarers UK – Please Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day – Cllr Hunt said he could arrange a flagpole and flag and it was agreed this would be a good idea.

Marie Curie – Great British Tea Party 23-25 June 2017.  It was agreed this is a good cause and the Clerk put a poster on the hall noticeboard.

17
Clerk’s Report


Income






  
   £      p


Cemetery







      nil


It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:

M Miles, May







as per contract

L Oliver, May







  320.40

B L Parfitt, manhole cover for Hall




    64.80 inc VAT

Corona Energy, Gas April





  288.60 inc VAT

BT – Internet







    84.00 inc 

18
Doctor’s Surgery

The Chairman said there should have been a meeting last Wednesday but it had been cancelled due to holidays.  The next one will be the last Wednesday in June.

The Chairman said he was concerned what had happened to the Practice Manager as he had been absent for months but no-one knew, or would say, why.  The Vice-Chairman said if a legal matter was pending they would not be able to comment.

The Chairman thought a letter should be written to the Health Board but it was agreed to ask the question at the next surgery meeting.






2017/009

19
Soar Chapel Site 

The upkeep of the graveyard was discussed and Mr Rivers said it was equally as important as Brynbedd Cemetery.

The question was raised if the Community Council could take over maintenance of the area.   Clerk to investigate.

20
Footpaths – a report from the Chairman and Vice Chairman on their meeting with Mr Howard Morgan
The Chairman and Vice Chairman apologised that they had not made contact with Mr Morgan as he is not very well at the moment but would do so as soon as he recovered.

21
Any Other Business

The Clerk reminded Councillors she needed all Code of Conduct and Register of Interests forms returned to her as the deadline for submission was near.
The Clerk asked if she should book the annual inspection of the play areas as the equipment was not to be replaced in the near future.   It was agreed this should be done.

A vote was taken on the appointment of the Council representative for the Welsh School.  This was between Mr James and Mrs Herdman.  It was decided that Mr James would be the representative by a majority vote.

Cllr Hunt said he had obtained a dog bin for the recreation ground but needed to know where it should be sited.   Mrs Smith said dogs were not allowed on the recreation ground.  The Chairman would ask Mr Miles where it is to be sited.

Cllr Hunt said the YPFA was now under new management and the park had been immediately closed as it had not had an inspection of equipment since 2012.   Clerk to send details of play inspection company to Cllr Hunt.

The Chairman said that, as Dr Khan had recently moved away from the village, it would be in order to send flowers in thanks of his service to the community.   It was agreed to get a card for all Councillors to sign, Clerk to arrange flowers to be sent and a plaque or figurine made from coal with the wording ‘From the community of Seven Sisters in appreciation of your service to the village’ to be presented.  Clerk to arrange.

The Chairman said he had recently attended annual dinners at the Men and Women’s Rugby Clubs.  He asked the Clerk to write a letter of thanks.

Signed : L C Jenkins, Vice Chairman

Date 3rd July 2017

2017/10

Clerk’s report to the Monthly Meeting to be held on 5th June 2017

Income







 £      p

CHAOSS Annual Rent





6000.00

Accounts for payment

M Miles, June






as per contract

L Oliver, June







  320.40

C Freeman, Relief Caretaker 
- 2 weeks



  562.50

P Parfitt, Mowing






  855.00

Ridgewood Associates, Internal Audit



  300.00

C Freeman, Relief Caretaker – 1 week



  261.60


Corona Energy, Gas May





  234.62 inc VAT

Correspondence

One Voice Wales, Code of Conduct Training 18th July

NPTCBC - Active Travel Consultation

Planning

Application No. P2017/0460

Mr Chris Williams, 39 Cefn Hengoed Road, Winch Wen, Swansea

Site: Land adjacent to 11 Station Terrace, Seven Sisters

Detached Bungalow and Associated Parking – amended plans
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