SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 2nd July 2018
Present:
Chairman:
Mr L Jenkins
Councillors:
Mr J Davies, Mr E Francis,  Mrs N Herdman, 

Cllr S Hunt, Mr G James, Mr L Parfitt, Mr M Rivers, 
Mrs G Smith, Mr D C Thomas, Mrs C Thompson


Clerk:

Mrs L E Oliver

1
Apologies for Absence


There were apologies from Mr A Evans
2
Declaration of Interests


There were no declarations
3
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 4th June 2018
After one amendment it was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman

4
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising
5
Policing Matters 
The Clerk reported that Sgt John McCumesky would be attending our next meeting in September at 6p.m.
6
Community Hall and CHAOSS 

Mr Parfitt said he had received prices for hacking off at £180 and £950 for rendering.   He said he would obtain other quotations.
Mr Parfitt said NiteLite had quoted £800 for CCTV’s including monitoring.  The Chairman said Phil Parfitt is a key holder for the surgery and Mrs Smith said also for the schools.  Mr Davies thought it was a good price and said the hall is our biggest asset, we should look after it.  Mr Parfitt said he was concerned about vandalism and felt the CCTV’s would need protective covers.  It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, seconded by Mr James and RESOLVED to accept the quotation.   Clerk to contact NiteLite and also ask for a price for protective covers.
Mr Parfitt said there had been problems with the alarm system but these had been resolved.  Clerk to ask NiteLite to translate the Engineer’s report.
Mr Parfitt had obtained a price from Spick ‘n’ Span of £1200 re the path at the rear of the hall.  He said he would obtain 2 other quotations.  It was RESOLVED that, if Spick ‘n’ Span were the cheapest, they would go ahead with the work.
Mr Parfitt said the PAT testing machine needed calibrating and he had a price of £105.54 including VAT from the manufacturers.  He felt the Caretaker should go on a course.

It was suggested by Mr Francis and Cllr Hunt that an electrician be employed to do the PAT testing.  It was agreed that Mr Parfitt could have the PAT testing machine for the Welfare and their electrician would do the PAT testing for the hall. 
Mr Parfitt read out the Caretaker’s report.

Mr Parfitt said that Gareth Lindsay would be covering the Caretaker’s position for a week in July.  Mr Davies said he will need to be CRB tested.  Clerk to arrange this.

Cllr Hunt said Carol should be commended for all her work and enthusiasm.  He felt that to offer a photocopying service we would be competing with other businesses in the village.  A discussion ensued, and it was agreed that CHAOSS Management Committee should handle this

The Chairman felt a school holiday play scheme was needed for the summer.  The Clerk was asked to look into this but Cllr Hunt said he would look into what initiatives were available.
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7
Recreation Ground – to include an update on the grant application
Cllr Hunt said he and the Clerk had met with Chris Jones, the Rural Development Manager for the Welsh Government, at the Recreation Ground. Cllr Hunt had explained our ideas for the park and the history behind the area.  It was a good meeting and Mr Jones was particularly impressed that it was to be a teenage playpark and by the mining theme.  When he, hopefully, gives his favourable recommendations, the application will go to Aberystwyth for final approval.  Mr Jones said that this could take some time.  The Clerk said we had been asked to name 3 people to be main contacts on the application and, as previously agreed, these would be Mr L Parfitt as Project Manager, Cllr S Hunt as Project Development and Funding Manager and the Clerk.
8
Brynbedd Cemetery

The Vice Chairman said he had some trees cut back but was worried about branches overhanging on Pen y Banc.  He said they needed cutting back or, with lack of water, they would collapse. The Chairman said there is always a problem with overhanging branches and suggested a number of trees should be removed which would alleviate the moss problem.  Mr Parfitt and Mrs Smith felt that villagers liked the trees.  Mrs Thompson asked if they would have to be constantly cut back and Mr Parfitt replied that there had been very little expense over the last few years for the trees.  The Chairman said we need to raise the canopy and suggested obtaining quotations for 8 trees.  Cllr Hunt will contact NPTCBC for a price.
9
Electricity Supply to BMX Track

Cllr Hunt said there was nothing new to report
10
Seven Sisters Colliery Plans
Mr Parfitt said we were ready to order the plans and asked if anyone wanted anything added to them.  It was agreed to proceed with the purchase.  The Chairman sad, if the schools are doing a project on mining in the community, we could display some of their work with the plans.
11
BMX Track – planning decision and impact on mowing

The Clerk reported that the application had received full planning permission but mowing could only take place a maximum of twice a year in the interests of biodiversity.
12
Internal Audit Result

The Clerk said the internal audit had been carried out with no problems and the paperwork had been sent to the External Auditors ahead of the deadline.
13
Reports from Meetings attended by Members

Mr Parfitt and Mr James had attended a teaching appointment meeting
14
Planning Matters

There had been no applications
15
Correspondence

Ynysdawley Playing Fields Association – request for support.  Cllr Hunt said the £100 grant was no longer available.  Clerk to write and confirm the Councils support of the project

NPT Cluster Group of Town and Community Councils – a group set up to assist local councils with GDPR – Mr Francis said we would need a privacy policy for the Caretaker.  Cllr Hunt suggested Mr Francis should deal with GDPR and this was agreed.  It was agreed not to join the cluster group at this time.

Local Democracy and Boundary Commission for Wales – Review of the Electoral Arrangements for NPTCBC.  Cllr Hunt explained this to Councillors.

Welsh Government – Workshop on Local Wellbeing Plans- 17th July 18





2018/12

16
Clerks Report






£       p
Income

It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:

L Oliver, June, less time for Jury Service



  259.50

C Freeman, June






1248.89

BT








  135.84 inc VAT

Ridgewood Associates, Internal Audit



  300.00

17
Doctor’s Surgery


The Chairman said the NHS 70th anniversary celebration would be held tomorrow and that a duo had been arranged for 10.30 and the pop-up café would be open.  He said there were 2 relays, one going to Westminster and the ABMU one which we would be part of.  The Vice Chairman would represent the council at the event.

The Chairman said Healthy Lifestyle courses were now being held plus a Benefits Advice Bureau for the villages at 2-4p.m. every other Tuesday.  There would also be  a Communities to Work scheme every two weeks giving advice to get people back into work.


Cllr Hunt thanked the Chairman for bringing these facilities to the centre and working hard to help the Dulais Valley.


The Chairman said boards will be on display tomorrow showing all the facilities offered.

Mr Davies asked if there had been any advancement with WiFi and the Chairman said he was checking they did not breach any firewalls.  He said they also have a lot of work to do to conform with GDPR.  Mr Davies asked how many people go through the surgery each day.  The Chairman said he would have to find out


The Chairman said there would be a change to the flu vaccinations this year, over 65’s would receive a different vaccination.


18
Soar Chapel Site

Cllr Hunt said he went to NPTCBC’s Legal Department who have chased up all avenues and found five subsidiary businesses.  They had traced the names of two people who were guarantors and will try to contact them.  He said the Legal Department would pursue the matter on our behalf to see if we can take over the site.

19
Any Other Business

The Chairman said he had received approached from Mr P Parfitt and Mrs Smith re superfast broadband and would see if Christina Rees AM could help.  Cllr Hunt said BT had run out of money from their Welsh Government grant and, although they have received a further grant, it would not be used in our area.  He said there is an £800 personal grant available towards the £1000 cost.
Signed : L C Jenkins,  Chairman
                   Date: 3rd September 2018
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