SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 5th November 2018
Present:
Chairman:
Mr L Jenkins
Councillors:
Mr A Evans, Mr E W Francis, Cllr S Hunt,
Mr G James, Mr L Parfitt, Mr M Rivers, 
Mrs G Smith, Mr D C Thomas, Mrs C Thompson


Clerk:

Mrs L E Oliver

1
Apologies for Absence

There were apologies Mr J Davies and Mrs N Herdman
2
Declaration of Interests


Cllr Hunt declared an interest in item 12
3
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 1st October 2018
After one amendment to item 8 it was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman

4
Matters Arising – including an amendment to the September meeting minutes
The Chairman said that item 7 of the September minutes had not been reported correctly.  He read out an amendment which had been put in place on his instructions and it was RESOLVED to ratify his decision.
Cllr Hunt said that the double yellow lines that had been covered up in Mary Street would soon be reinstated and other lines painted in the village.
Mrs Smith said when the village children were surveyed they said the height of the Muga fence should be raised to stop balls going on to the railway line.  It was agreed that this would be looked at when the new play equipment at the hall was discussed.

Cllr Hunt agreed to contact Mr Dai John at Network Rail Estates regarding the disintegrating Network Rail fence behind the Muga.

The subject of contracted work in the village was discussed and Mr Francis suggested
We had a list of approved contractors, who would be asked to quote for any work required.  The Vice Chairman said we had always tried to give work to locals.
The Chairman suggested we reconsider he amounts that could be paid out by sub-committees as he thought they were not in line with inflation.  It was agreed this should be on the next agenda. 

5
Policing Matters 
There was to be a PACT meeting on Wednesday 7th November.  Three items were agreed for discussion: Drugs, Parking on Footpaths and Anti-Social Behaviour.
6
Community Hall and CHAOSS to include contract for gas supply

Cllr Hunt said he had spoken to people at NPTCBC including the Director of Finance, they had agreed to sort out the old charges and suggested this council took over the contract from now.   It was decided the charges levied were high and the Clerk was asked to get quotations from other suppliers.

Mr Parfitt said the hall had been granted discretionary rate relief.

Mr Parfitt said Carol had been on holiday recently and Mr Gareth Lindsay had acted as Caretaker in her absence.  Because he was on benefits it had been agreed to pay him over 3 months in arrears, through the payroll.  This was approved by Councillors.

Mr Parfitt reported that work on the hall would be starting very shortly.
Mr Parfitt had received the caretaker’s monthly report and would email it to Councillors.
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7
Recreation Ground – to include an update on the grant application

The Clerk said a meeting had been arranged at 6pm on Tuesday of the next week to make a decision on the play equipment tenders.  It would be attended by Cllr Hunt, Eloise Stanton, Paul Hinder, Mr Parfitt, the Chairman and the Clerk.


Mr James reported that a large conifer on the left hand side of Church Road had been swaying badly in the wind and asked who would be liable if it came down.   It was thought that the position of the tree was not on council land but Cllr Hunt said he would check with the Land Registry.
8
Brynbedd Cemetery – quotation from NPTCBC for tree work
Cllr Hunt said a worker from NPTCBC had been to look at the trees but would need to meet with the Vice Chairman to find out exactly what was needed.
The Chairman said we would need 3 quotations.   Clerk to contact Crynant, a contact of Mr Rivers and Cllr Hunt would arrange with NPTCBC.  Mr Parfitt said if prospective tenderers contacted him, he would meet them on site.

The Vice Chairman said the headstones needed checking regularly and Mr Parfitt said he did this.

The Vice Chairman said the cross was to be erected this week and Mr Parfitt said he had the wreath for Remembrance Sunday.

9
Expenditure vs Budget, to 30th September 2018
The Clerk had produced a report which the Councillors approved.

10
To Consider Renewal of the Insurance Cover

The Clerk presented three quotations supplied by Came and Company for the insurance renewal.   The councillors RESOLVED to accept the Hiscox quotation on a long term arrangement (3 years).
11
Reports from Meetings attended by Members

Mr James had attended a pre-inspection meeting at the school.

Cllr Hunt had attended a meeting to evaluate the Head Teacher.
12
Planning Matters


Application No: P2018/0754
Mr G Nutt, NPTCBC re former Canolfan Sheltered Housing complex.
Application to extend period of time for submission following outline planning permission being granted.
This had been approved by the Chairman and Vice Chairman and councillors had no objections
Cllr Hunt said the site had now been sold to A W Properties who want to build 16 semi-detached bungalows.

13
Correspondence

NPT CVS , Invitation to Annual General Meeting, 8th November

Community Councils Liaison Forum, date of next meeting – circulated 11.10.18

NPT Mayor’s Armed Forces Festival, 20th October – circulated 1510.18

Mid and West Wales Fire & Rescue Services, Consultation Roadshows 2019 – circulated 16.10.18

Bonfire Night Safety Poster – circulated 30.10.18

Letter from David Francis asking if he could carry out litter picking in the village for his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award.  As he would need to be supervised by a responsible adult Mrs Smith said she would accompany him.  The Clerk was asked to contact the insurers to check if this was in order and, if so, accept his offer. 
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14
Clerks Report






£       p
Income, cemetery






    25.00
It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:

L Oliver, October






  333.40

C Freeman, October





  as per contract

HMRC, PAYE and NIC





1017.56

B L Parfitt, postage






    12.36

Walker Fire, maintenance





  406.14 inc VAT

NPTCBC, School Crossing Patrol July – Sep


1425.30

NPTCBC Trade Waste





  316.55

Corona Energy, September





  877.25 inc VAT

Regency Factors re Nitelite Security, annual alarm maintenance
 438.00 inc VAT


Playsafety Ltd, play area inspections




  319.20 inc VAT

15
Doctor’s Surgery

The Chairman said a new Doctor was currently on trial, with a view to joining the practice.  Also, Dr Shepherd-Prince was to be employed.

He gave figures for the flu campaign, which were well above the average
He said there were two new initiatives: The Older People’s Charter and Tenovus were holding and 8 week course ‘Foodwise for Life’ at Onllwyn Welfare Hall.

16
Soar Chapel Site

Cllr Hunt said he still needed to contact the Trustees and that he had received another complaint about the area.  Mrs Thompson asked why we would want to take over the site and Councillors explained that we are just trying to find the legal owner, who should clean up the site.
17
Celtic Energy Meetings


The Clerk said she had written to Celtic Energy but not had a reply as yet
18
Any Other Business

Mrs Smith said she felt the Xmas lights last year were not value for money.  The Vice Chairman said he would speak to the supplier and ask him to have them erected by 1st December.
Cllr Hunt said we should have responded to the Boundary Commission’s consultation of NPT Electoral Arrangements.  The clerk was asked to say that the Councillors wished everything to stay the same, before the end of the consultation on 9th November.

Mrs Thompson asked if the local chapel could use the hall for services

The Vice Chairman said he felt the village was in a disgusting state and had not been swept for a long time.  Mr James said he had seen the sweeper in the village recently.  Cllr Hunt said he had not had any complaints and felt we had a good service from the Borough Council.
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Cllr Hunt said he felt, as it was the centenary anniversary or armistice day, we should have done more in the village to commemorate this.  All agreed and the Chairman said we will now just hope for a good turnout on Sunday.  Mr Francis suggested we go through upcoming events at the beginning of the year and plan ahead.  The Clerk was asked to put this on the next agenda.
The Chairman then closed the meeting.

Signed : L C Jenkins,  Chairman
       Date: 3rd December 2018
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