SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 7th September 2015

Present:
Councillors:
Mr J W Davies, Miss C Freeman, Mr B L Parfitt, 

Mr P Parfitt, Mr M Rivers, Mrs G Smith



Clerk:

Mrs L E Oliver

As the Chairman and Vice Chairman were absent, Mr Davies took the Chair.

1
Apologies for Absence


Mr D Francis, Mrs N Herdman, Mr B Mackenzie, Mr C Thomas

2
Declaration of Interests


Mr Davies in item 10 when he left the room

3
Policing Matters

(i)
It was reported that no crime statistics had been received since April and the Clerk was asked to chase these.   When received the Clerk is to forward them to Councillors with a reminder re the meeting with the Police Commissioner.

(ii)
As the next PACT meeting is on 23rd September Mr Davies asked for a brief.


It was agreed to mention drugs, parking and burglary at the meeting.

(iii)
The Clerk advised changes to Police Station Enquiry Offices Services

4
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 6th July 2015

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the acting Chairman.

5
Matters Arising

Mr Davies reported that the recent planning appeal by Wind Ventures UK Ltd for 9 wind turbines had been refused.

6
Community Hall and CHAOSS

It was reported that the solar panels are being installed on the hall roof.   When these were operational daytime electric would be free.   Miss Freeman queried ‘what are daytime hours?’

Apart from the Youth dropping one night a week at the hall, all other groups were as normal.

Mr Thomas and Mr Parfitt are dealing with the recent inspection of the play area.

The  Clerk reported that Welsh Water had recently carried out an inspection which led to a pipe on the boiler needing to be removed, which should have been removed on installation.   As the installers no longer traded, the Caretaker arranged for another company to carry this out.   Welsh Water confirmed the inspection had been successful.

7
Recreation Ground


It was reported that the tennis courts were being well used.


Mrs Smith said a litter bin was needed at the top end and Mr Parfitt said he had one which had been given to the Council some time ago.   Mr Davies will look at  this to see if it can be sprayed.


Mr Davies will ask Mr Francis to look at the report from the Inspectors.

8
BMX Track


The report from the Inspectors had said the track surface needed replacing and Mr Parfitt had obtained a quotation for £3580 for these works.


It was agreed that Councillors would walk the track on Saturday 19th September at 10.30a.m. to ascertain the best way forward.  Clerk to send out reminder.

2015/09/01

9
Brynbedd Cemetary

Mr Parfitt had obtained a quotation for providing a galvanised, powder coated gate of £180.   It was agreed to replace the gate.

10
Transfer of Land from Seven Sisters Miners’ Welfare to this Council


Mr Davies left the room as he had declared an interest in this.

Mr Parfitt had given his thoughts on the land transfer to Mr Rivers who will contact CISWO.

11
Local Action Group, LEADER funding

As the Councillors who had requested this item be on the agenda were not present, it was agreed to defer the subject to the October meeting.

12
NPT CBC Chief Executive’s Visit

It was confirmed that the date for the meeting is Tuesday 15th September 2015 at 6p.m. in the Community Hall.

Mr Davies said that local groups should be contacted to ask their representatives to be present.   Clerk to write to groups, e.g. Schools, Sports Clubs.

Mr Davies suggested that care in the community, particularly for the elderly, should be questioned.

13
Reports from Meetings attended by Members


Mr Rivers had attended a meeting of the Joint Liaison Committee

14
Planning Matters


Application No. P2015/0710

Mr S Bowen, 2 Clos Ysticlau, Erection of greenhouse

This had been circulated to Councillors and there were no objections


The following application had raised some concern at the last meeting and Mr Parfitt had sent a copy of the plan to Councillors but there had been no objections.


Application No. P2015/0595


Norvento re Land north-northwest of Seven Sisters


Screening opinion for the erection of a single wind turbine with a hub height of 36m and a blade diameter of 24m (100kw)


Notification of a Planning Training Workshop on 15th September had been circulated to Councillors and Mr Rivers had asked to attend and a place booked for him.

15
Correspondence

(i)
The Clerk read out a letter from Mr Mackenzie tendering his resignation as he had been accepted to university.   Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Mr Mackenzie.


It was agreed to advertise for a new Councillor.

(ii)
One Voice Wales Conference – circulated to Councillors

(iii)
Youth Participation in Town and Community Councils – circulated to Councillors and the Clerk read out a reply from Mr Hunt

(iv)
Shelter Cymru, Letter asking for donation – It was agreed only local groups received donations

(v)
Draft Statutory Guidance for the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 – the Clerk advised she had a website link should Councillors wish to read more about this

2015/09/02

16
Clerk’s Report


It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:










£   p


M Miles, August 2015




as per contract

L Oliver, July 2015





326.60

L Oliver, August 2015




326.60

B Parfitt re Online Playgrounds



210.00  inc VAT

Corona Energy, Gas June 2015



170.66  inc VAT

Crynant Landscapes, July 2015



557.50  inc VAT

Martin’s Electrical, Lamps for Hall



  95.00 

Playsafety Ltd, Annual play area inspections


354.00  inc VAT

Y Roberts, Relief Caretaker, 1 week



243.75

Eric Collier & Son, Hall boiler



  78.00  inc VAT

Corona Energy, Gas July 2015



161.01  inc VAT

BT, Hall Telephone, paid by DD



109.28  inc VAT

BT, Hall Internet





  90.84  inc VAT

17
Registration of Land Near Marigold


The Clerk reported that she had received notification from Solicitors that the registration was complete and now had the title deeds and plan.   Miss Sanders had been on extended sick leave and, although she had done extra work, had kept their account to the amount originally agreed.


It was agreed that further discussions were needed regarding use of the land and fencing etc.

18
Free Trees for the Community

The Clerk had made the application for the trees but said only 1 pack of 30 trees could be applied for and these would be 10 each of silver birch, rowan and wild cherry.   She had given the delivery address as the community hall.

A decision on the application was due by the end of September and, if successful, the trees would be delivered 2nd – 6th November 2015.

19
Village Schools


Mrs Smith reported that the welsh school had been re-inspected by Estyn and was no longer a ‘cause for concern’ but was still coded red.


Mr Davies asked Mrs Smith to thank the Governors and said the Council would help the school if there was anyway they could

20
Post Office

The Clerk read out a letter she had written to the proprietor but reported she had not received a reply.

Clerk to contact Post Office Counters to ascertain what restrictions have been applied to Mr McCutcheon and send them a copy of her letter.

The Council could then respond to complaints received.

21
Any Other Business


(i)
Mr Rivers asked if the local MP could use the hall on the same terms as previously and this was agreed.

(ii)
Mr Parfitt raised the matter of grants available to the community, in particular the Community Councils Minor Projects Scheme and WREN.   


Mr Davies suggested funding may be available for tarmac for the BMX track.

(iii)
Mr Davies mentioned problems with the local Doctor’s surgery in relation to obtaining appointments and the number of Doctors available at any time.   Mrs Smith felt the Council should not criticize the service provided incase it resulted in the surgery losing Doctors.   Mr Rivers said he would raise the subject at the next Labour Party meeting.

2015/09/03

(iv)
The Clerk asked if a further cheque signatory could be added to the Bank as she was having problems getting cheques signed, particularly in holiday times.  It was agreed to add this to the next agenda.

Signed by the Vice Chairman, Mr L Jenkins
 
Date: 5th October 2015
Clerk’s report to the Monthly Meeting to be held on 5th October 2015

Income







 £      p

Cemetary







      50.00

NPT CBC Precept






15063.00

Cemetary







    145.00

Accounts for payment

M Miles, September 2015





as per contract

L Oliver, September 2015





Corona Energy, Gas, July





  161.01 inc VAT

David Sanders & Co, Solicitor




  296.00 inc VAT

Y Roberts, Hall relief caretaker




  243.75

L Oliver, Clerks expenses to 07.09.15




    26.17

BT – Telephone d/d






  109.28 inc VAT

BT – Internet







    90.84 inc VAT

NPT CBC – School Crossing Patrol 01.06 to 31.08.15


1125.94

Crynant Landscapes – August




1375.69 inc VAT

Mazars – External Audit





  354.00 inc VAT

Corona Energy, Gas, August





  462.64 inc VAT

PWLB – Loan repayment 01.10.15




2604.10

Correspondence

Arts Council of Wales – Night Out Scheme – circulated 10/09/15

One Voice Wales – Grant Survey closes 21/9/15 – circulated 14/09/15

One Voice Wales – Consultation Event Invitation, Cardiff 13/10/15

One Voice Wales – Public Appointments – circulated 14/09/15

One Voice Wales – Active Travel Route Map

NPT CBC – Gambling Act 2005 – Draft Statement of Principles 2016

Planning

Application No. P2015/0818

Mr L Williams, re 18 Heol Y Felin, non-material amendment to planning permission P2015/0299 to vary the external materials

2015/09/04

