SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 7th March 2016

Present:
Chairman:
Mr D C Thomas

Councillors:
Mr J Davies, Miss C Freeman, Mr S Hunt

Mr G James, Mr L Jenkins, Mr M Rivers

Mr L Parfitt, Mr P Parfitt, Mrs G Smith



Clerk:

Mrs L E Oliver

1
Apologies for Absence


Apologies were received from Mr D Francis

2
Declaration of Interests


Mr Jenkins and Mr P Parfitt declared an interest in item 23

3
Policing Matters
 
Items for discussion at the PACT meeting on 9th March are to be drugs, speeding and anti-social behaviour

4
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 1st February 2016

An alteration was made to item 3, Mr James attended the PACT meeting not Mrs Smith.   It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

5
Matters Arising

Mrs Smith asked if a letter had been sent to Dr Jones and the Clerk confirmed it had been

6
Community Hall and CHAOSS

The Chairman reported that Mr Miles had been taken into hospital on the previous Monday with pneumonia.   In his absence the Chairman and Mr L Parfitt had been opening and closing the hall as Mrs Roberts was on holiday.   They were thanked for this.   Clerk to arrange a get well card.

It was reported a window had been broken in the hall

CHAOSS had paid their rent for the year

7
Recreation Ground

It was agreed a special meeting should be arranged to discuss replacing the play equipment

8
BMX Track

Mr Hunt said the work would be completed as soon as possible

9
Brynbedd Cemetary

Mr L Parfitt said he had been let down over the gate

The Chairman said the recent winds had brought trees down and asked for volunteers to help with a clear up next Saturday at 0930

10
Transfer of Lease of Recreation Ground to CHAOSS

Mr L Parfitt asked if there was any point in continuing this as Mr Hinder had said there was no advantage to be gained by CHAOSS applying for grants.

It was agreed this would be discussed at the special meeting to be held re the play equipment.

11
Reports from Meetings attended by Members


Mr L Parfitt had attended a meeting in Neath the previous Wednesday re the Liaison Committee.   They had said when asking for agenda items they were being given operational problems and they wanted more general items such as budgets, government etc.

2016/03/01

The CHAOSS meeting had been attended by Mr Thomas, Mr L Parfitt and Mr Rivers

Mr Hunt had attended a school meeting

Miss Freeman had attended a school meeting today and had two others tomorrow

12
Planning Matters


There were no planning applications

13
Correspondence

Tenovus Cancer Care – request for support - declined

Teenage Cancer Trust – request for support - declined

Shopmobility Neath – request for support - declined

National Eisteddfod, Flintshire – request for support - declined

Pontneddfechan Gunpowder Works – notice of a public meeting (circulated)

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service – Invitation – the Chairman had booked a place

One Voice Wales – Membership - declined

NPT Rural Development Plan – Questionnaire for Local Farmers – Mr P Parfitt completed the questionnaire

One Voice Wales – Training 18th February 2016 (circulated)

Powys LDP Focussed Changes

One Voice Wales – Public Appointment British Council Chair Wales Advisory Committee (circulated)

The Planning Inspectorate – Developments of National Significance

Welsh Government – Local Government Ethical Framework

Came & Co, Insurers – details of steps to be taken for the Queen’s birthday celebrations

Ombudsman – New Edition of Principles of Good Administration and Good Records Management

Tower Mint – Commemorative Medal for Schools and Councils

14
Clerk’s Report


Income






 £      p


Cemetary






 550.00


It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:

M Miles, March 2016





as per contract

L Oliver, March 2016





  326.60


L Oliver – Clerk’s expenses




    20.79

Cenfyn Morgan, Xmas Lights




  250.00

Eric Collier & Son, Boiler Repair



  376.56 inc VAT

Spick n Span, Recreation Ground Fence


  560.00

Corona Energy, Gas January 2016



  481.08 inc VAT

BT, Internet






    75.80 inc VAT

15
Land Near Marigold – to discuss use of the land


Mr Hunt needed a plan of the land, which Mr L Parfitt would arrange and a copy of proof that the Council owned the land which the Clerk would provide

16
Free Trees for the Community

The Chairman reported that all the trees had been planted now

17
School Crossing Patrol


The Clerk said the agreement had to be renewed and the cost had only increased by 8p per hour for the coming year.   It was RESOLVED to renew the contract and this was duly signed by the Chairman

2016/03/02

18
NPT CBC Proposed Savings

No reply had been received from the Head of Finance as yet

19
Rugby Club – to discuss their proposal and agree minutes of a meeting held 15th February 2016

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.


The Chairman explained what had happened at the meeting for the benefit of those not present and said he thought the development would be good for the village


Mr Hunt agreed and said the club were very organised


It was agreed unanimously to support the club’s development plans

20
Doctor’s Surgery

The Chairman had heard a rumour that the Coelbren surgery had been taken over by Powys council.   The Clerk had checked with Lindsay Davies and there was no truth in the rumour

The Clerk read out an email from Lindsay Davies and Mrs Smith asked if councillors were happy with her response.   Mr Davies said there were still communication issues and he thought the fault lay with the Practice Manager.   He said when implementing a new system things should be in place from the offset and this had not been the case.   He said the system is out of control and it is not the fault of the medical staff.

Mr James said he thought the system had improved because he had received follow up calls from the Doctors.

Mr Thomas agreed that the Practice Manager was not pulling his weight

Mr Jenkins thought the new system should have been piloted

Mr Hunt said shall we respond to Lindsay Davies, he said he had reported some things to her already

Mr Davies asked what are the proposed manning levels and when will we get them?

Mr Rivers thought there was still a lack of communication and still no Nurse Practitioner

Mr P Parfitt queried how many patients were there per Doctor and said it is the management we are criticising.  He asked who the Practice Manager reported to and was told the Doctors.

The Chairman suggested writing to Dr R Jones as Senior Partner

Mr Hunt proposed that a delegation of Councillors meet with her to pose questions and see how the council could assist.   This was seconded and agreed, Clerk to write to Doctor Jones

21
Publicly Accessible Defibrillators

It was proposed by Mr P Parfitt, seconded by Mr Davies and agreed to arrange for a defibrillator to be put into the hall

22
Honours List

The Clerk had been in contact with the Cabinet Office and read out an email saying that Emyr Lewis’s application was ongoing.

The Clerk said she had not had any sponsorship letter for Mrs James but Mr James said he was collating them

The Clerk was asked to write a letter of congratulations to Mrs James for being presented with the High Sherrif’s Award.  

2016/03/03

23
Grass Cutting Contract 2016

The Clerk had received tenders from Mr P Parfitt, Abertawe & Gower Tree Surgery Ltd, Wrenvale Nurseries and Landscapes and H G Bowden.   She had done a cost comparison and Wrenvale Nurseries had the lowest cost by £1465.

It  was RESOLVED to award the contract to Wrenvale Nurseries on a three month trial basis, with a clause saying we have the right to terminate if work is not up to standard.

24
Any Other Business



Mr James said a welder had taken over an old garage premises in the village and he may be able to supply the cemetery gate


Mr L Parfitt said he would make enquiries

Signed: D C Thomas,  Chairman

Date :   4th April 2016

2016/03/04

Clerk’s report to the Monthly Meeting to be held on 4th April 2016

Income







 £      p

CHAOSS - Rent





            6000.00

Accounts for payment

M Miles, March 2016






    SSP

L Oliver, March 2016






  326.60


H Stephens, Refund of overpayment re headstone


    80.00

Cariad – Defibrillator






  900.00

NPTCBC – Rates for Cemetary




  534.60

Corona Energy – Gas February




  460.64 inc VAT

Correspondence

Emergency Services Fun Day – 11th June 2016

One Voice Wales – Planning Policy Wales

One Voice Wales – Community Asset Transfer Guide

One Voice Wales – Devolution of Services Training – circulated 9.3.16

Walk for Life – Sunday 24th April 2016

Planning

