SEVEN SISTERS COMMUNITY  COUNCIL

CYNGOR CYMUNED BLAENDULAIS

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 6th February 2017

Present:
Vice Chairman:
Mr D C Thomas



Chairman:

Mr L C Jenkins

Councillors:

Mr S Hunt, Mr B L Parfitt,

Mr M Rivers



Clerk:


Mrs L E Oliver

As the Chairman was late arriving the Vice Chairman took the chair

1
Apologies for Absence


Mr J Davies, Mrs N Herdman, Mr G James. Mr P Parfitt, Mrs G Smith

2
Declaration of Interests


Mr Hunt and the Chairman declared an interest in item 11

3
To Receive the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 9th January 2017

It was RESOLVED that the minutes were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Vice Chairman 

4
Matters Arising

The Clerk reported on a telephone response received from Mr J Jones of Putting Things Right on behalf of the Welsh Ambulance Service.   He apologised for the delayed response on 4th January and explained that they had experienced an exceptionally high level of calls that day.

Cllr Hunt said that the pavement where the lady had fallen had been inspected by NPTCBC and would be rectified.   The Vice Chairman said any difference in levels of pavements over 0.75” and the County Council would be liable.

5
Policing Matters (Next PACT meeting 8th March 2017)
The last PACT meeting on 11th January had been attended by Cllr Hunt, Mr James, Mr L Parfitt and Mrs Smith.   Dog biting had been discussed and the Police said they had been concentrating on off road bikers using drones.

Mr Rivers asked if dog fouling had been mentioned and was told yes, the Dog Warden worked with the Police.   Cllr Hunt said Seven Sisters had a lot of dog bins but they were not always used and mess was thrown into trees etc.

Operations were still ongoing re fly tipping.

The Vice Chairman said that rubbish was being thrown into culverts..

6
Community Hall and CHAOSS to include Relief Caretaker position and decoration of the hall

Mr Parfitt said CHAOSS members had met with Mr Horne and offered him the position of Relief Caretaker.  He had been trying to get a DBS carried out (new version of CRB).   NPTCBC do not carry these out any more and will not give out advice.  He said Disclosure Scotland offered the service at a charge of £65.  Cllr Hunt said he would see if he could get the information from his office

Mr Miles will be on holiday in March

Mr M Watts had looked at the decorating required but decided it was too much work for him.  Mr Parfitt said Mr Horne was interested in the work.  Mr Parfitt said he would ask him for a price and someone else.

Mr Parfitt has the forms for CHAOSS trustees regarding applying for charitable status.

7
Recreation Ground 
to include an update on grant applications

Cllr Hunt said he was collecting the forms in and had had 300 online responses.  He would be meeting with the RDP Team
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8
Transfer of Lease of Recreation Ground to CHAOSS

This will have to wait until CHAOSS have charitable status

9
Brynbedd Cemetary 

The Vice Chairman said laurel tree branches needed cutting back and the twigs and leaves were making the ground very untidy.   He would ask Mr P Parfitt to cut them back (£100 allowed in standing orders)
10
Reports from Meetings attended by Members


PACT meeting as reported in item 5

CHAOS meeting as reported in item 6

Meeting at the Doctor’s surgery attended by The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllr Hunt, Mr L Parfitt and Mr M Rivers.

11
Planning Matters

The following applications had been received:

Application No: P2017/0020

Mr & Mrs E & K Francis, 1D Brynteg, Seven Sisters

Construction of a first floor extension

There were no objections

Application No/ P2017/0113

CTL & Vodafone

Land at Seven Sisters ATE, Heol Heddwch

Installation of a 24m high lattice mast

There were no objections

12
Correspondence

Tenovus Cancer Care, request for support

NPTCBC, LEADER project funding

NPTCBC, High Sheriff Awards 2017 (circulated 18/1/17)

NPTCBC, Rights of Way Improvement Plan (circulated 23/1/17)

NPTCBC, Active Travel Integrated Network Map (circulated 23/1/17)

Welsh Hearts. Request for support

One Voice Wales, Reform of School Governance (circulated 26/1/17)

Dyfed Archaeology, Request for volunteers for Bishops Park, Carmarthenshire

Welsh Government, Questionnaire – the Clerk had prepared answers on behalf of the Council, which Councillors were happy for he to submit

Welsh Government ‘Reform of School Governance: regulatory framework (circulated 26.01.17)

Kidney Wales re Walk for Life

NPTCBC Rights of Way Improvement Plan (circulated 23.01.17)

13
Clerk’s Report


Income






  
   £      p


Cemetery







    nil


It was RESOLVED that the following be passed for payment:

M Miles, January





as per contract

L Oliver, January






  314.80

HMRC, PAYE/NIC






  945.74

NPTCBC School Crossing Oct-Dec 16



1228.89

Corona Energy – Gas December




  370.22 inc VAT

L Oliver, Clerk’s Expenses





  124.62 inc VAT

The Clerk said she had prepared a bank form for signature to remove Mr Francis from the mandate
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14
NPTCBC Budget Cuts
Mr Parfitt said PTCBC spending in this area on Public Rights of Way amounted to £564,000 and read out local public footpaths that they had cleared of vegetation

Cllr Hunt said the budget had been passed the previous week.  He had commented on two points, Cefn Coed and Social Care.   At a Friends of Cefn Coed meeting it had been reported that although £10,000 had been taken out of the budget, a grant of £15,000 would remain as there had been under spending.

Cllr Hunt said another £24million had to be saved over the next four years

15
Doctor’s Surgery

There had been a recent meeting, attendees as in item 10

The Chairman said it had been good to have the meeting and he felt the Doctors looked better now.   There had been no mention of a merger and the Doctors felt they were getting to where they wanted to be.  The problem with heating at the surgery had been sorted out after intervention by Cllr Hunt.   Mr Parfitt said triage had been extended to 4.30p.m.  Some services such as physiotherapy and chiropody were to be available at the surgery on a shared basis.

16
Soar Chapel Site 

Mr Rivers had received another complaint that someone could not get access to a grave due to the grass.   Cllr Hunt said he had tried to meet with Howard to confirm access but had not been successful.  He said the Court case was ongoing.

17
Wales Air Ambulance – Invitation to Visit Facility

It was RESOLVED to rescind minute 2016/019/19 and postpone the visit until after the elections.
18
Footpaths
It was reported that the footpath blockage had now been cleared

The Vice Chairman said a notice of CCTV cameras had been put up in the area and he had spoken to British Rail who said there were only wildlife cameras.  The signs had since been removed.

It was decided to postpone discussion regarding moving the footpath at Brynteg until the next meeting as Mr James had prepared a report.

19
Any Other Business

The Chairman said a notice had been raised to say the YPFA Park may have to close.   They have £7000 for upkeep but their administration is not in order.  If the park is not used it will be returned to the Miners Welfare.   The Chairman said if it is going to close perhaps the Community Council could take it on.

Mr Rivers had attended an ABU meeting and was concerned about their comments on there being no respect of dignity for dementure sufferers.   The Chairman said people were being kept in hospital because no care was available.

Mr D Francis had been asked to attend after the meeting and a plaque commemorating his service to the community was presented to him by the Chairman

Signed: D C Thomas, Vice Chairman

Date 6th March 2017
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Clerk’s report to the Monthly Meeting to be held on 6th March 2017

Income







 £      p

Accounts for payment

M Miles, February






as per contract

L Oliver, February






  314.80

Martin’s Electrical re Hall





  223.00

Wales Audit Office – External Audit




  211.20

Corona Energy – Gas January





  420.72 inc VAT

British Telecom






    84.00 inc VAT

Correspondence

Welsh Government – Appointment of Chairs to NHS Wales Health Boards (circ 15.2.17)

One Voice Wales  - Membership

Bobath Childrens Therapy Centre – Request for support

Teenage Cancer Trust – Request for support

Planning

````
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